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SUBJECT: DEAN/SHARMAN CASE 
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1. DESK OFFICER IN CONVERSATION TODAY WITH JOHN SHARMAN, 
UNCLE OF NEIL SHARMAN, WAS GIVEN FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
WHICH SHARMAN SAID HE RECEIVED TODAY IN TELEGRAM FROM HIS 
COLLEAGUE BILL CAREW, J. WALTER THOMSON REPRESENTATIVE 
IN SYDNEY, ACCORDING TO SHARMAN, CAREW HAD DISCUSSED 
CASE WITH REDPATH IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY WHO TOLD 
CAREW TO INFORM SHARMAN OF FOLLOWING. 

A. THE AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE IN VIENTIANE HAS CON- 
VINCED THE PATHET LAO THAT NEIL SHARMAN IS NOT A CIA MAN 
AND THAT HE IS NOT A JOURNALIST. PATHET LAO HAVE TOLD 
THE AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE THAT SHARMAN WILL BE RE- 
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B. CHARLES DEAN'S SITUATION IS MORE DIFFICULT SINCE 
DEAN IS AN AMERICAN AND IT IS HARD TO CONVINCE THE 
PATHET LAO THAT DEAN IS NEITHER A CIA MAN OR JOURNALIST. 
THE PATHET LAO CONSIDER ANY UNREGISTERED JOURNALIST IN 
LAOS AS LIKELY TO BE A CIA AGENT. 

C. THE TWO BOYS WERE SEEN AT HEING BANG (SIC) 180 KM 
FROM VIENTIANE, ONE WEEK AGO. 

2. JOHN SHARMAN FEELS THAT THE MESSAGE RELAYED TO HIM 
IS GOOD NEWS AND EXPECTS THAT HIS NEPHEW WILL BE RE- 
LEASED FAIRLY SOON. HE SAID HE HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HERE AND WILL ALSO KEEP US IN- 
FORMED DIRECTLY ON ANYTHING FURTHER HE HEARS. 

3. DESK OFFICER QUESTIONED JOHN SHARMAN ABOUT DETAILS 
OF REPORT ABOVE BUT SHARMAN COULD ONLY REPEAT FROM 
TELEGRAM. POINT C WOULD SEEM TO BE REFERENCE TO 

HIN BOUN. 

4. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HERE IDENTIFIES REDPATH AS CLERK 
IN CONSULAR SECTION, MFA. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION CANBERRA MAY HAVE 
WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIATE THIS REPORT. KISSINGER 
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